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of any other teacher, to give his students the benefit of his experience
of life. All education, including even higher professional education,
is a preparation for earning one's own bread, but man does not live
by bread alone. It is a preparation for life, and a very great responsibility in this respect rests on the shoulders of the teacher. The sooner
this is realized by the American law teacher the better it will be for
legal education in this country.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE FLORIDA BAR AND
THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA COLLEGE OF LAW
WILLIm

A. McRlE, JR.

In speaking on the subject of the relationship between the integrated bar and the College of Law at the University of Florida, there
is one fundamental principle which should always be borne in mind.
The bar is interested primarily in the standards of the college and in
the results which it accomplishes. As an organized bar, we have no
business telling the administration how to design the curriculum, a
subject which is beyond our special competence. And we have no
business telling the administration how to run the college. The bar
in the past has happily avoided intrusions of that kind.
One of the most common complaints that we hear from practicing
lawyers, directed not only against this college but against most colleges
of law, is the cry that the subjects taught are not practical enough.
It is urged that what we need is more practice courses, so that the
graduate will know how to prepare pleadings and how to look up
records in the courthouse. This criticism, in my opinion, is utterly
without merit. It is submitted that the young lawyer who knows
something about the Assize of Novel Disseisin, the Statute of Uses, and
the Rule in Shelley's case is better prepared for the practice of law
than the one who can talk glibly about the files in the courthouse but
who lacks fundamental training.
The Florida Bar is vitally interested in working with the faculty
in building the kind of college which in time can be characterized as
a true legal center. It should be noted that one of the major longrange objectives of the bar-and they are essentially the same as the
long-range objectives of the American Bar Association- is the maintenance of high standards of legal education and professional conduct,
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to the end that only those properly qualified so to do shall undertake
to perform legal service. This is also the primary goal of the College
of Law. But a mere statement of our common goal is meaningless unless
we can determine the specific steps which will enable us to attain
that goal.
A little more than four years ago a report was prepared by the dean
of the college, in which future plans were outlined. It is interesting
and reassuring now to review that report and to see how far the college has gone in carrying out these well-designed plans.
One of the objectives, as outlined in the report, was in effect to
develop the College of Law as the acknowledged center of legal
thought and activity in Florida, and ultimately in the southeastern
states and the more adjacent Latin American countries. In my opinion,
the college has made important advances toward achieving that
objective. In the course of time, and with the cooperation and help
of the five thousand lawyers in this state, it may indeed become a
reality.
Let us then ask ourselves the question, What can the bar and the
college do together again to bring to our profession the luster that
it had at the time that DeToqueville, in Democracy in America, said
that the legal profession was indeed the "aristocratic element" of
democracy and the keystone of our republic?
There are several specific ideas that merit our attention. It is not
a matter of what the bar can do for the college or what the college
can do for the bar. Our efforts must be joint, because we face common
problems and are working toward a common goal. In the first place,
the bar must support, and is endeavoring to support, the college administration so long as standards are high and work is solid. This
support by the bar and the individual lawyer must include a proper
recognition of the financial requirements of the college. Many colleges
with fine traditions, and particularly the smaller ones, are withering
away for lack of financial support. The fact that we are living in a
prosperous and growing state by no means assures this college of the
financial support which is required in order to build the library facilities that adequately serve the needs of the profession. In recent years
we have witnessed sound growth in the library facilities of this college.
Before the war there were only around 23,000 volumes in the library.
At the present time there are more than 45,000 volumes. On the other
hand, there are disturbing gaps and urgent needs. For example, there
are marked deficiencies in the field of labor law, in early statutes of
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other jurisdictions, and in the broader fields of jurisprudence and comparative law.
The continuance and strengthening of the law college program
on ethical problems and professional standards which has been developed in this college during the past year is a matter of primary
importance. This program has already attracted widespread attention
from outside the State of Florida, and its potentialities are very great
indeed. It is bringing to the individual student, not in platitudes but
by means of round-table discussion, guidance with reference to problems that trouble the average young man when he begins his practice
of law. Young lawyers who have offended against the code of ethics
of the bar have done so in many instances simply because they have
not had the proper orientation as to what it means to be a lawyer.
This program is in reality one of the soundest forward steps that has
been taken in legal education in recent years, and the leadership has
come from the College of Law at the University of Florida.
The establishment of a Law Day, perhaps with awards for meritorious service, would undoubtedly be appreciated alike by students
and lawyers. Law Days are observed in many law schools in this
country. They afford an excellent opportunity for students to meet
with lawyers and with members of the judiciary on a friendly social
basis. It is the sort of relationship that exists in the Inns of Court
in England, which, of course, has no parallel in this country.
One or more major institutes should be held each year at the
College of Law, institutes of the kind that was held recently at this
college on the subject of management of cases in court. The financial
commitments of that institute were underwritten by the bar, because
the costs were substantial. The institute's speakers were so outstanding,
and the attendance consequently so great, that it paid for itself. It is
submitted that the principal institute of The Florida Bar each year
should be held at the College of Law. Every effort should be made to
get not only able men but the best that are available in the field
that is under discussion.
Let me suggest also that there should be an extension of participation of faculty and students in such organizations as the Association
of American Law Schools, the Southern Law Review Association, and
other similar organizations. This college has not been able properly to
participate in these activities in the past simply because the funds have
not been available. This cannot be done, of course, without a substantial increase in the incidental fund.
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It is submitted that the continuation of the Law Review on the
level of its present standards is a matter of fundamental importance
to the college and to the profession. Nothing in recent years has
brought the quality of work done at this institution so vividly to the
attention of scholars and lawyers throughout this country as the Law
Review. It is a substantial and scholarly piece of work. It is used by
courts and by lawyers. It would be hard to say who benefits most by
the Law Review, the students and the contributors or the lawyers who
make use of it in the handling of cases.
There should be a participation by the bench and the bar of
Florida in practice court cases to the extent desired by the college. The
suggested limitation is important. Lawyers and judges will gladly
participate to whatever extent such participation appears, in the
opinion of the administration, to be practical and helpful to the
students.
It would undoubtedly be helpful, within reasonable bounds, to
extend the professional services that the college renders to practicing
lawyers. For example, law materials and books might be made available, according to some sort of plan, to lawyers throughout the state.
That service is rendered now, on request, by means of photostating
cases or statutes; and it might be extended, if the problem is studied,
without unduly burdening the faculty or facilities of the college. The
dean has already suggested the possibility of sending to members of
the bar student research, when the subject matter and quality of the
work appear to merit it. Much of the research done by senior students
in the college is valuable and would be useful to the practicing lawyer.
Participation of faculty members in the work of the committees
of the bar should be continued and increased. Such participation in
the past has been of enormous value, not only because the source
materials for research at a university are almost invariably superior
to those that are available to the average practicing lawyer but also
because the faculty members are usually working in their particular
fields of specialization. In the not too distant future a similar kind
of cooperation with the bar can be accomplished in the preparation
and drafting of legislative acts sponsored by the bar. Useful but
limited work in this field has been done in the past.
Working together, the bar and the college may reasonably expect
to develop, at the University of Florida, a legal center of unique
value and importance.
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